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Offered at the Lotus Feet of

[ 2NR . K&@ny oa Kl

{FYYARKA 2F t I NI Y NhrakaNd Y{ € N
and our most beloved Guru
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W¢ g dkadtalk thittaH @ A fHaehed bhaved Guro
Tvayaiva dhriyate sarvll K @ SG I R YS KeédzLJ RA &K@l

(Excerpt from Vichitra PichakdHO2 YLI2 ASR o0& | @ly® aKNNIYY { @& ntYloRk 2 |

a 2 ¢ | immerse myself at Your Lotus Feet, O Sadguru, realization dawns upon me that,
SOSNBUKAYI AY GKS SYyGANB dzy A OSNES| N

LY { KNI 5dz2NHS&aK / KFEYRn@FNJ]INE |2y rived i K
Fd KSNJ YFOGSNYIFE K2YS Ay alftftnldzZN) G2 4SS KSN
Honourable Prime Ministerfoour country declared a natiewide locidown. Meanwhile, my 105
year old mothesint I 6> { YOl ® { Kidi{'d Bhallwh RKSBnd g¥e LISI OS
bl @Yo 2y H ! LINRE HAaHnd® ad NBAEAND2YM Ao f A iRt e
idea that | would be compelled to stay here for a much longer duration. But my Sadguru hat

something else in mind! His Balpa pevails over every other purpose!!!!

G GKS 1 2f@ {FYnRKA 2FH R MNAEKNDENERNY®E
F2dz2NI K ' OKnNEF Ay GKS DdzNban-law, SdukialiéEhmnBaal ¢ @
archakac along with his wife, of 8 B R a4S@n GANBt Saate (GAff KA

ae AYAGAFE adre Fd albffnldzNJ 320 YS Ay@2:
plantation around my parents»-f I g a4 Q K 2 dzdhitata béhid their hoksé wes Seglecte
for many years, and almosne fourth of the trees had dried and had to be cut and replanted.
an old and open well, full of debris and silt needed to be cleaned and revived. Toda
rejuvenated and full of water. So did my days pass. As the situation in the entire state o
a | K @hfta was worsening dagfter-day, my family, friends and welishers advised me to
O2y iAydzS aidlreéeAay3a Ay GKS alFSte IyR O02YT2Nl

cheerful stay for my dear wife at her birth place, | was cansy thinking about how to get bac

tomyKarmad KN YA S adzyYolo G GKS SIENIASadG a2 GKI G
so closely associated with, should not bear the brunt of my physical absence. | thank my de:
FNRASYR {H Nba NthNeEneoSbaseivator of Forests in Kim C2 NS aid { dzo| R

timef @ KSf L) 2 Bhéf(Eatebrenduk SEHE Kyt I an YooY SyFRAT




with all the necessary supplies and daily needs whenever | needed, with utmost love, and
YS FSSt O2YF2NIlo6ftS Ay | NBY2GS LX I OS fA]
At a personal level, | Rl LJ0 SR Y& & $hé Facelladd clmate whilst Jiabadirin
Y& DdzNHzQa DNJ hSit wasimy idldlySroutindaN. bzcuanambulate 99 times around t
a1 ONBR {FYnRKA® !'Y2y3Iaild Yeé 7F2yRS$zaidhiKs )sgapah

I YR L2l y h. The/streiigthBning df the connection with the Guru Shakti that Parama

thneeél {gnYo20 &2 2FG4Sy Glrf14a Fto2dziz Aa az

Months passed and all efforts failed to acqupermissionpass to cross the State border.

lj

Something mah more fulfilling was to happen! It was as if | was being watched over and guided

by the Lord!

During the months June to October, the coastal monsoon is in full force. Rainwater dri
and collected in the M premises. So the Mha administration deiled to cover the Gopura with
a blue tarpaulin. It was painful for me to stay in the comfort of my home while outhMas

subjected to leakages penetrating through the roofs. This was the time when | decided to ta

ppec

ke u

the renovation of the roof andthé n YNJ & Knal yI ®E A KNI n DdzZNHz @A :

coming at the right time! But it was important for me to receive the approval, guidance

of SaaAy3da FTNRBY 2dz2NJ Y2aild o6St20SR!I Nh &®ENANMZE

wantedto see BnYoa2aoX KSIENJ FNBY | AY (GKS {1AYyR ¢21

{6nYo2o | feoglea R2SaH

¢KS RIFI®& | NNAGSRH TIFKISWI LISNFLRNNYBHo X oty
al ftnllzNJ 2y W {SLISYOSNI Hnunod | FivoNgo5 I
meeting. It was the right time. | proposed my ambition to take up the project as it was urg
t F N YF tn2eél {gnYol2o Ayadlydfte F3aINBSR IyR

asked me to start working on this and gave Biigne consent. This is how it began!

We drafted a plan of work as follows

Selection of wood:The first step in this project was to select a suitable species of wood for
NRE2Fd hdzNJ C2NBEIH I ARNAND YNIY{ KN/ Rt SIROSIK A a (|
He consulted all his senior officers and got references from saw mill owneoshati earlier

supplied timber for similar work in various temples.
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For rafters :After thorough research we selected Faa wood (Bakula in Sanskrit ; Binomial nan
- Mimusops elengifor the rafters and the wall plates.

Post discussion with variouspe¢ts in this fieldit was opined that Rgala (Mimusops elengiwas
best suited for rafters and beams in terms of religious significance, auspiciousness and durab

The wood is very durable, even when exposed to weather or when in contact witrooed. It is

ne

lity.

reportedly resistant to marine borer attack and to dry wood termites. The heartwood is very

resistant to impregnation with preservatives. The energy value is 21340KJ/kg while the density

780-1120kg/cum at 15% moisture content. In Asia theavy, strong and durable wood o

—

Mimusops elengis well known as being suitable for heavy general construction, ship building,

bridge building, boabuilding, marine constructiarflooring, bearings, doors and frames, poles and

piles, foundation sills,ailway sleepers, paving blocks, mine timbers, furniture and cabinet wag
vehicle bodies and wheels, turneries, tool handles, walking sticks, toys, sporting goods
musical instruments. It also yields very good fuel wood. The age of the tree showdeb&0

years forextremelymature heartwood.

Because of the scarce availability of3Rd t I 622 R 2F &aiAl S wmp

alternate species like Nandi and Hebbalasu of approximate 50 years age for the purpose.

rks,

, ar

For planks/ K| Y LJn ¢ 2 2 K Kanhada, YBiddndabnama A OK St A | of Magnwliain | |

/ K I Y DJjoBthe planks over the rafters. The heartwood is strong, durable and capable of taking

high polish. The grain is straight or slightly interlocked. It is fine textured, figured and used fo

furniture, cabinet work, carvings, turnery, and pattern making. It is also being used for cemen

bonded wood wool board. The gross energy value is 21070 KJ/kg. This tree is considered as sac

and planted around temples. The age of the tdeould be oer 50 years foextremely mature

heartwood.

For Burufe: (Burike is the wooden structure situated at the center top of the Gopura and holds all raft

ers)

Artocarpus lacuch& £h). This yellow wood is durable, hard and suitable for polishing. It is

resistan to termites, used for timber, heavy construction, furniture and boat building.
Alternate backup wood for raftersArtocarpus hirsutugHebbdasu: The tree is prized for its
durable timber which is comparable in quality with teak. Timber was used extensive
construction of ceilings, doors, frames and furniture in older buildings especially iftak&te
famous snake boats of Kdéaagre oftenmade out of Hebblasu wood. It lasts well in water and no

attacked by termites.




Seasoning and preservative treatmen&ll the cut sizes were treated with wood guard, cashe

kernel oil and honne oil.

Carpentry in workshop{ K Nbr SHél3ed thg team 6 traditional, skilled artisans who hac
expertise in similar temple roof renovation works. Having seen their workmanship we were
they would meet our expectations. The entire structural work and assembling was carried ©
| KSOFyQa ¢2Nd aXKIZ2iLiE aFRBNI ar y Y dzy

LG 61 & RSOARSR (2 lFLaaiady GKS GlFa|l B¥ax
gK2 INBSR (G2 GAaArld alfftnllzNI FNRY {n3l N S
ChetanShéll YR { KN ! YA (K {tkaotof nKKodh 0 & | tyR5 NB 2P
t F N} Yl tn2ét {gnYo20 YR YeaStF G2 1SSLI |
AGFNI G2 FTAYAEAK gl a (8hélb PR &0KISINIIAXBERK 0 p KA
the work conditonsaR O2 YYSY OSR ¢2NJ @ !y FFOOA2Yy LI IV
0 { KNI /KCA G{NGALBEND o8 2y mMn { SLIASYOSNI HAaHA @

Though we had selected the wood for the roof, the biggest obstacle was to get the ri
tree and the appropriate size. Since Bala was a rare timber species, we looked for this timbe

in all the sawmills around places nearby and everywhere. A miracle took place the day

W

i
sure

ut a

GAEAAGOSR { KN / {KRXNO{L&EANI (ag adz YA 2BKS {16 ioRWw

As we entered the precincts of our MK | & { KANhfox ¢S 320G |
FNRY {n3INE aNX¥ Clééniod IS arAR KS KIR Ay
had beencut since the roots had decayed, and he was ready to dyppif we agreed. We had no
words to express our joy! The big burden of procuring the wood was solved as gently as pluc
aflower.Thus,6 S SELISNASYOSR (KS 3INI OS:Z 3IdzARI yOS

outset itself.

king




Roof beng covered with tarpaulin to prevent leakage of rain water

Existing roof which was damaged by termites and dampness.
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hed the spot, and

dpite of heavy rai

t to the site where the tree was laying

for our vis

done and order was placed to supply the sdmegas a huge tree. We got

the selection was

t our requirement of around 250 cft.

Ins

almost 400 cft of wood as aga




Ra3jala wood selection at [igadahdlA + At €3S 2F {n3l

Wooden logs stored aMannki sawmill

YI f'Hacha :¢ KS ySEG ai0SL) ¢ Maz2 KIS G GLAS/NGF 20NYSS RY FH in

so that the Garbhddpa could be entered to remove the damaged rafters and get the act
YSIFadaNBYSydaod tF NFYL tneaeél {onYo2o ODAaAh

Y | fHoEHa.VaidiksFNBR Y { KNb K KA {i KR NHzND a LIS NF 2 NY SR
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kalasha was placedinthe nf nd 13 NRB2Y ySEG G2 GKS YIAY
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t N YF tn2eéel {égnYo2od ! FdzyOuAazylf FyR o6S|

to enclose the sacred’ldam.

Y I f "Madtha Homa beingerformed atthe Yajl a Knfn G al f fn

{ I ONBR {’lHarhrcavétgd by wboden box

I F¥Sg RIe&a f1 0SNE (KS N@gghhe gdasbnedRartidayi and i

team skillfully removed each rafter and got the measurements accordingly.

| must narrate a miracle that happened during the progress of work. Once whi

dismantling the roof, there were heavy thunder showers in Kiim I yrieundingzareas. But
GKSNB g6Fa y2 RNRBLI 2F NIAY Ay alffnllzN) gKA




was the dismantling done and iron sheets put up on the walls, did it start pouring! Showers

Anugraha!

| must also mention the dedication offSN ! YAGK { KnyoKn3X 4K
this project and who took complete charge of the civil work. He took directions from me ov
phone calls and attended the work with full devotion and discipline. | understand, without hin
work may not have leen completed in time, to this level of perfection. During the course ¢
work, | got a call from him saying, his son was constantly contracting high fever. Even &
consulting several medical practitioners his fever would not subside. | suggested totbioffer
prayersand Bhnddh yy I aS@n |G DdzNHz { I YnRKA { I} yYYARK/
LINJ ata Hislailing son. To his surprise, the fever gradually subsided and the very next morr

his son was fine! This incident strengthened his commitment, and his dedication towardshM

aSO®n AYONBI&aSR Ydzf GATF2f Rd ¢{wkabvir si&ka refiigk,9s névari

turned away!

Dismantling of roof in progress
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At the saw mill:Ra3jala (Baku) is a hard species of wood and not easily workable. Inspike

of specifically designed saw blades, it takes around a week for a large log to cut with a breakage

of seven to eight blades, as a result of which, rarely do any saw mills take up this challenge!

As expected, no saw mill was willing to cut it to sizes tdz& G 2 dzNJ NXB |j RzRR&B Y S

Y n Yalso known fondly a\jith PaiY' n Yamongst the locals, who has tremendous respect for
our{ & n Yaod2oorMarh, agreed to get the work done at a very reasonable ra@n 30 Sep-
tember 2020the timber from{ n Fréadhedt I A  Ysawn@dlzatMannki, Kumh @

Simultaneously/ K I Ywdod was procured fromt A Yy n 8aw{niill,{ n 3 N3 !
planks were cut from 100yearold/ K| Ywdod logs. They were brought
to { KRaghu O K nwéiksap atkum'h @

Parama n J egln Ywislaxdto visit the saw mill before the cutting process was initiated.
1 OO2 NRA y{a4 @ Wisitddrthe 8aw mill on 5 October 2020 and performeda@ato the
f 233& d am&oed dor an hour during the sawing process. Wivauld otherwise take more

than a weekwas now easily achieved in three to four days before they were cut to reqgsizeg!!

A



tFNFYF thegl {énYoc2o |SSyfe 2akSwmMidihy3 (K!

Remodelingh y OS ¢ KAt S AyalLlSOuAy3da GKS NR2FAy3 4
Math and thekutra which made work difficult hence after obtaining necessary permissions, it

decided to trim the tree and continue the roofing. It was also essentiah&ke provisions to

access the Gopura fromthe Bi#ikn NR 2Y a2 GKFG €t GKS YIF (S

easily without hindrance and also to make the provisions for the forthcoming glorious occasi

YIEfFAaKE adKnLl yn tHHONJIOKIS t5MaBAY S{ d i WaRaio @ F¢ K S

the BhikKkn NB2Y gl a4 NBY2RSESR Ayd2 | R22NJ A 0K

to the Gopura using C Channel Stainless steel frames was constructed.

2 N.

was




Window above the Bhdkn NR2 2Y O

: Stainless steel bridge connecting Bikn N2 2 Y |y
into a door




Mortar: The height of the wall reaching the roof was to be raised by 18 inches. To construct the

wall we needed mortar. Instead of cement mortar we decided to go for the traditiGmaé

mortar. It is made out of lime, jaggery, mud and herbal paste.

The mortar, @ NS Aa @GSNEB f2y3 {1 aGAy3T Rdz2NI 6t S | yF
gl & dzaSR Ay (0KS 02y ail oy h & i SAVEHgINKES ccEped JHEN]
NBaLR2yaArAoAtAdGe 2F LINBLI NAY3I Iy R hndkidhs inhese G
KSt LI {KNb {dzyAf X GKS YIazyz O2vayibrgoiefRa0 daksS
to ferment after preparation.
DnNB Y2 NI N LINGhdleNI®rRerneitatidanz 1 | NJ

{AYdzt G yS2dzateé NIYFTGSNBR 6SNB NBFRASR |yR

Kumh® | YAYALFGdzZNE aoOltS Y2RSt 2F (GKS D2 LJzNI

properties of the original Gopura.
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Making of Navara@ | G al Knf lan YlFfn YSy

-

Miniature model of the roof

Rooftiles: During my routine circumambulations in the kta | also noticed that all the existing

A1

Ma'ldaloretiles were in poor condition and were faded. | decided to repair them. We got all the




tiles removed, washed and painted them with tile guard antifungal paint so that for the next
couple of years the tiles would be damp proof and fungus proof. They weea tgrracotta colour
to match the natural tile colour. Cleaning and painting of all roof tiles starting frogt YajK n f n
carried out systematically. All the old roof tiles were taken off and dipped in huge baskets fillec
with water before painting. Tda following day the tiles were cleaned with thick plastic and metal

brushes, both sides of the tiles were then painted after placing them on wooden reapers. The!
were then put to dry on both sides for 2 hours in bright sunlight, thus the old tiles nowwere
ready for reuse on the roof. Each paint tin consisted of 18 kg paint, with 5 litres of water added tc
it, the quantity rose to 23 kgg each kilogram of paint was sufficient to paint 30 to 35 tiles. It

contains oil and does not form fungus during moos.

OF CORTIN
R auLsion




During the course of progress review a plan of action was chalked out and it was decided to go |

the time frame.

no Cut off date
1 2020-10-24

2020:10-24
20201025
02010-25
02010-29
2020-10-30
202010-30

N

20201031
2020:11-05

202011-15
2020-11-15
2020-11-15
02011-15

[EEN
N

[EEN

4 2020-11-15

2020-11-15

(o3}

202011-18

[EEY

202012-15

2020:12-30
2021-01-0

5
2021-01-08

2021-01-10

2021-02-01

Since the Covid9 pandemic cases was receding in all parts of the country, | thought of
NB G dzNJy A y 3 { 20ctabdr¥262PDIchad 2 YWeryrefficient team to execute the work as

schedule to my complete satisfaction.

-
-
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Bridge onroof: By 8 November 202@ve completed the link, connecting the Gopura from above

theBhikKkn NR2YX ¢gKAOK YIRS AlG Srkae G2 NBIFOK
{IYnRKA {IYYARKA®

Initially we had planned to raise the height of the wall below the Gopura by 18 inches

Bul

when we bought laterite stones, each stone weighed around 45 kgs. We needed around 10

stones. If entire construction was done, it would have been 4.5 tonnes anbb#d on the existing

wall would be too much to bear hence we thought it not to be practically feasible. Therefore it

was

RSOARSR (2 NIA&S G(KS sttt o6& n AyOKSH smywioe

It was 22 November 2020 and the gt& O2y a0 NHzOGA 2y YR DnNB 4

L Ydzad YSyidAz2y OyRS8zy S FIRRingHhE codrde of) IKNNErk aa the
mason was unwell and we were lagging behind our schedule. Ond® th&Bixed, it requires 21
days to cure and harden. So a delay of a single day would cause postponement of other r
g2NJ ao . y&idzy{nKMIsurel lis that thevork will be done in time. It was the Grace ¢

our Guru that the mason came in time and completed the task.

Struck by the pandemic, 30 families would have been without a source of income, bt

the renovation work being carried out in the N This welcome opportunity provided them with

elate

It for

a daily wage till the work was completed and the work opportunities elsewhere started cropping

up again.

KUbNhYS LI Yy SR (2 FTy20KSNH ¢KS [id¥eéded &
makeover. As the paintingf the Kdbaalls was done long ago, the tiles above the RCC slab v
in poor condition, we undertook the job of repairing and repainting. It was also noticed that tt
was debris outside the RielNThe outsidavas muddy, uneven and patchy. We dexddo provide

pavers inside the premises and to provide laterite stone work around all coconut trees so the

vere

nere

it no



only would the premises look neat but the manure provided to the trees would reach out to the

trees as they should.

TheKubaWas painted fron outside entirely and a few areas inside and entire tiles cleaned
and painted. Due to severe damage of the tiles of thébNwe purchased 1,200 new tiles and

fixed them on roof of the Ktval\Nlew tiles were fixed on thporch which wasbsent earlier.

A Small entry to th&opura is provided fats
internal maintenance




The space on the left side of the Ehaoutside and in front of the&Kubal\@as filled with

A

RSONA&AD 2SS LXIYYSR G2 02y @SNI "HAK a sdghge for a o

gardener from Sorab who brought lawn grass and other flowering plants from Sorab anc

f N\

landscaped a beautiful lawn which gave a lush green look to thé iad theKuba®d { K Ny |/

Shéland his team provided the lighting arrangements.

Around the Ashvattha;: We wanted to facelift theAshvattha k&Nan front of the Mah. We

provided tiles on the&ka'Q\Cthe structure around the tree and alsm the ground. Stainless stee

fence was built on thka@l@nd all around. The garage beside tkeQvas plastered and
painted. It is now refurbished with interlocking pavers, paintingsyganeya inDhynnamudm, { K NX
RiY | Y R nBI&sgimgHing, oyjaneya{ ¢ n YJ8 NJF 2 N A y 3 ¢ dllpadinget hyiiced y |
artisans.




Ashvattha kdlNl ISGOGAy3 NBy20F 4GSR I yR L

wSAyadlrttAy3a 2F NRB2FAYy3I NIFOGSNR o6+ a ai
December 2020Four cornerLJl | nsaw€rg hoisted with the centréBurlEe holding all 4mnla

LJ- | nsiafte which the remainingLJr | nsawe® fixed. Planks were fixed after an oi

treatment.







Fixing of all rafters

hy NBOdzZNYyAYy3I G2

CAEAY3 adod PlaaksY Lin

al t DeceddsNPOZONESpECted thay @rdgress and Y

convened a meeting of all concerned team members. Once | was satisfied with the progress, w

GA&aAGSR { KNEZ / {KRX Nnihig202%6 & A ST t I NI YI tnadl
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Navaralda: An intricately chiselled ceiling of Navadgm maHApa carved from teak wood was

FAESR AyaiRS$S GKS

magnificent piece of work. Lighting arrangement is provided all around.

O2f f SBUISRNIONY HYKRNIO 2t NUAA SIBR t @ &NJ {Y K NJ
& SE i NSr#t@riee filddiwidljoy B Rur hegrR and smiles on our

t FNFYF theel -fiedingo&sampless
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¢nYNIFaKnalyl FGSNI LRfAAGKAY3I |y

A view of the Navardda maHApa installed inside the Garbhalga , made of teak wood.




The rooms outside the Mh which were being used as office rooms during the previous

| KnddzNY¥Ynal Fd alffnlldz2N 6SNE Ay LI222N) O2Yy RA

room too needed attention. Existing roofs were pulled out and refurnisheth wéw tiles, while

the garden was planted with rose, jasmine, and other flowering plants. The toilet complex in the

premises needed immediate attention as the earlier pipeline was out of order due to rust
leakage. Entire pipeline and tile work was reated.

Math entrance: Drainage in front of the M needed repairs as the area was undulated and w

of little use. The ground was levelled, old block slabs of drainage were removed. New RCC sle

prepared and reinstalled on the existing drainage. This area can now be usetitus purposes.

Earlier the road in front of Guru Miawas only 13 ft. After widening, the road width now is 28 ft.

and

as

C




Ld

Fff oS3ty BAGK 2dzad

0K2dZaKi
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N

gradually as the work progressed, we thought of renovating the entire Guiih Biad premises at

al £ f n LJdzNBbooks eéautifallwith new tiles on roofs, vibrant cotewn walls, plush lawns

around, renovated Ashvattha K&l Ay G KS F N2y doelNuBertdiroad iF theGrdnt,

parking space, rejuvenated garden area in the backyard, neat area for washing utensils and ¢

behind the kitchen and lot mote

fFOSNRGOS aG2ySs DnNBx LXIy]a

walls.

Each and every material which was used in the Gopura was measthedveight of wood,

'yR O2 LIJLISNJ

S| no.

Particulars

Weight

LateriteStones 46 in number, each weighing
kg

828 kg

Wooden Rafters

Wall plates 8 in number = 275 kg

Burule =45 kg

/ 2Ny SN N FGSNB n A

wk FGSNAR y Ay vydzYo$S
y AY ydzYoSNI MmHQ
y AY ydzYoSNI mm W

/ SYdSNJ NI FiSNa n A

Total 28 Rafters = 913 kg

[ 201 AYy3 o0FGdSya n Ay

n AY VYdzYo SNE ¢
Total 8 in number = 120 kg

y
NJ

1602 kgs

Planks
64 planks= 1327 kgs

1327 kg

Dn NB

262 Kkgs

.

a

f A
sloth




Copper sheets 308 kg

Copper nails 16 kg

5 Brass screws 1 kg

Copper sheets to cover Gopura 72 kg
Copper Mukhapao20 kg 417kgs

Old copper sheets recovered = 300kgs
ht R NI FGSNAR 27F /DRAIdZ
Math = 1311 kgs

Total 4436 kgs

On 31WI ydzZr NB HAHMZI tFNFYlF tnaeéel {énYe&dh K|

A~ oA

{onYo2oI OAMaKI SIRYy Ra FAYaWRKANI SR GKS O2YLX SGS

{é6nYo2o0 SELINBaaSR KIFILIWAyYySaa 20SN) (KS &aea

renovation project.

t I NI Yl tn2él {gnYo2o AYyakKSOaxy A nlhKAI 42

¢t2 SyKFyOS (KS 0SI dzi &f the Burdl Mib, the yutes Wdlls Laf
Garbhagha were painted with yellow and terracotta colour, a new plaque depicting details

{FYnRKA a0KnLlyn o6& AyaildlftfSR® C2NI Iy S@S

laid on the floor from the rain entrance to the Garbhalga. The silver door, silverware an
t NJ 0 Ewek Ipdlished, and last but not the least, all the teak wood pillars were polishec
glitter.
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