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Subhashita 24. Desire. 
 

Shri Adi Shankaracharya has written some beautiful stotras. One of them is 
the ®çHç&ìHç¡çjçÇ mlççí$ç~ One of the verses describes Man's eternal greed: 
 

Dç²b iççÆuçlçb, HççÆuçlçb cçáC[b, oMçvççÆJçnçÇvçb pççlçb lçáC[cçd ~ 
Jç=×çí ³çççÆlç iç=nçÇlJçç oC[b, lçoçÆHç vç cçágççÆlç DççMçç çÆHçC[cçd ~~ 

 
Dç²b  The body iççÆuçlçb has decayed, HççÆuçlçb has greyed cçáC[b head, oMçvç bite 

çÆJçnçÇvçb absent pççlçb become lçáC[cçd  mouth. 
Jç=×: The old man ³çççÆlç goes iç=nçÇlJçç holding oC[b stick, lçoç DççÆHç even then vç 
does not cçágççÆlç let go DççMçç desire  çÆHçC[cçd  lump/mass. 
 
The body has decayed and the head has greyed, ( The teeth have all fallen...)  
the mouth is incapable of biting/chewing. The old man walks holding a stick 
( he is incapable of walking without support.) Yet he does not let go of his 
desires. 
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