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Subhashita 16. Chanakya's advice. 
 
Many of you would have heard about Chanakya, also known as Kautilya. He 
was a minister par excellence  in the court of  King Chandragupta of the 
Maurayan Dynasty. He helped the king in acquiring the throne of the Nandas.  
Scholars believe that King Chandragupta's success was largely due to 
Chanakya's able advice and guidance. 
Kautilya wrote the Arthashastra. It is a Sanskrit Classic dealing with public 
administration. It discusses the duties as well as the right of kings, 
ministers and other officers. It lays down the details on the various affairs 
of the state, of trade and commerce, of law, of war and peace, of diplomacy, 
of marriage and divorce and of military strategy.  
Here's one that deals with children and students.  
 

¥þþ¥þ›ø �þ−¨þø ¸ø«þþ: ·þþÛ›ø �þ−¨þø Šéµþþ: | 
·þ¬Ÿþþ·þÃ œé°þ¿ �þ ¹ªþ«¡þ¿ �þ ·þþÛ¡ø·þÃ ›þ ·é ¥þþ¥þ¡ø·þÃ || 

 
¥þþ¥þ›ø  In mollycoddling �þ−¨þø ( �þ−¨þ: ) many ¸ø«þþ: bad consequences ·þþÛ›ø In 
punishment �þ−¨þø ( �þ−¨þ: ) many Šéµþþ: merits .  
·þ¬Ÿþþ·þÃ  Therefore ( From that) œé°þ¿   son  �þ  and ¹ªþ«¡þ¿  student �þ and  ·þþÛ¡ø·þÃ   
should be punished ( beaten)  ›þ ·é ¥þþ¥þ¡ø·þÃ  should not be mollycoddled. 
 
Do you agree with it? i am aware of at least two tiny human beings who would 
vociferously disagree with our ace statesman. 
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