Lesson 8. Insights into faufod s

Have a look at these two sentences...
* The cat drinks milk.
* Milk drinks the cat.

In most languages, the minute the words are shifted around, the meaning of
the sentence changes.

Sanskrit is musical. It is rhythmic. Almost everything that we have in our
shastras , our scriptures, our texts, are all set to a particular metre in the form of
poetry. We needed the freedom to be able to put words in any order in a sentence,
without any changes to the meaning of what had to be conveyed.

The only way to ensure that was to convert a preposition into a suffix, a 4cdd,

and then add that to the noun. The noun plus the preposition-turned- into- suffix
became a completely new word whose meaning became crystal clear. (A preposition
is a word in a sentence that shows the relationship between two or more
nouns/pronouns. For example.. She sat under a tree. Krishna spoke fo Raghava.
They played with bats and balls. What we essentially do in Sanskrit is write the
word "under tree" as "treeunder", "to Raghava " as "Raghavato” and "with bats and
balls" as "batsballswith" The subject's word form, as in the one performing the
action, remains unchanged. The changes occur with the other noun or pronoun in
the sentence with whom the subject seeks to establish a relationship. Clarity any
clearer??!l )

It was a long time ago. The early morning was vibrant in the silence of
meditation. The Rishi Budhakaushik had disappeared within himself. The Lord
Shiva, in His infinite grace, gave to the Rishi the Ramaraksha stotra. Init, is a
beautiful verse...

TH: (TE) TOH0T T fasad T Wy 9IS
v rfsreEar foTeREy: T a9 )
A AR TR0 W T SHISEIEH |
Y Toderd: @er vag H 8 UH 2. 3%

Notice how the word XTH appears in many different forms in the verse.

Each of them convey a different meaning. Let's go through each one of them in
sequence.
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{TH: is the subject form. TTH becomes the object form. YT means 'by or with
Rama." YTHIT signifies 'for Rama.' YHId is 'from Rama.' YTHEJ conveys the

meaning 'Rama's.’ T is ‘in Rama.' And T by itself, is the form the word takes

when calling out to someone named Rama.
Let us put it in the form of a table o make it easier to refer to.

T 3THRI lolg

faufaa U aaH ECEE! EREER

singular dual plural

UIHT subject | YMH:

i§é|a| object T

ﬂ?‘ﬁzﬂ by, with Tp?fUT

agel for T

USTHl from | M

TRT (denotes | AT

possession)

quIHt in, on Tl'e[

T (used | (B) TH
when calling
out to..)

Now, {TH: is an WW word. That means that it ends in the sound , and

is a masculine word. If you remember, H = IL+ H
There are lots of masculine words that end in 31. For example, dllcTah (boy), I&T
(tree), T ( book), Bl (ear), ¥TH (student) besides so many names like fQ‘la

q@m, SH etc.

Since Sanskrit is so musical, all T have to do is make sure that my words rhyme.
For example if T have to say "from the book," I look at the word for "from Rama"

It says, YHI | So therefore, "from the book" JUST HAS to be U-Id | Simple.

I can see eyebrows raised over the blank spaces for the dual and plurals. Are they
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needed? You can betcha bottom dollar that they arel What in the world would you
say for " I hear with my fwo ears?" Or for that matter " A/ my students fell

asleep while reading my lesson? "

Therefore, here now is the entire table.

{H AN g%l?f (Just to look at my dears, don't get flustered!)

fersafer

Tehad

ECER

UIHT subject

H:

Rl

i@%ilZH object

Rl

ﬂ?‘ﬁ_&T by, with

THTSATH,

agel for A THTRITH, T
USTHl from | THIA T THT:
T3 shows I AT T
possession

U] in, on | AT Trﬁ@
TIEH (used | (B) TH (&) THt (&) THT:

when addressing)

I have tried to show you that certain words are repeated in the table by clubbing
them together in the same colour. They are used not too often , that is why the
need to create new words did not present itself. Thank God for small mercies
...there is so much less to memorize.

New Concepts taught in this lesson
* You can arrange the words in any manner in a Sanskrit sentence.

Let me give you some concrete examples..
A fore TH: |

o: ford Tmfq 1 uid oW f9ram f9rd Twid s
fsfl?i’ 9. 9fd | TH: THG ﬁﬂ?ﬂ | All these sentences mean exactly the

same thing, Rama does Namaskaar to Shiva. Since Rama does the action, the
Rama is picked from the UHT [aTeRT | Since Shiva is the object to whom the

namaskaar is done, you use the Ir?s:\dqlql Ta9le”d form which is WI

* A word + a preposition is used in Sanskrit...a word is NEVER used by itself.

If I use the word TH, you may safely assume that I am calling out to Ram.
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If I intend using Ram as the object of my adoration , I MUST use the word
{THYH | If Ram is the person performing the action, I must use the word

H: |

Hope these two concepts have been dealt with clearly in this lesson.

In a lighter vein...

Here is a little limerick that might amuse you.

The study of Sanskrit should not make one tense.

For, look at the sentence, "the birds sat on the fence."
If you mix up the words,

In the end, put the birds,

In Sanskrit, it will sti// make sensel!

seskskeestesiokestoistokstesiokdokskosk
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