Lesson 3. The Anunasiks justification for existing.

A long long time ago, knowledge was passed on from guru to shishya
verbally. No books. No revision. Rehearing, definitely. The prospect of
making a mistake was great. Pronunciations had to be accurate. If one invited

IS instead of TASIHT: to one's feast, one could be assured of hurt
neglected relatives and a smile on every canine face on the street.

The word W itself means 'that which has been systemized.’

Just take a look at our >3 table again, you'll begin to appreciate how

systematic it is. It also gives us excellent clues on how to pronounce the
(@

STIMHD 2517 s. Those are the ones that really trip us up.

The first row beginning with & is called the EBEPT literally

meaning Class . It includes all the &J>51 s in that class. Hh W NI S |
Notice how the tongue remains in exactly the same place when you say these
words out loud. Now, just as you would say O, say S, but bring out the

sound nasally as well. The ch a is called the hUS:, since the sounds of
this group are based in the throat.

T | This group is called the dI¢ . dlc] is the palate. Keep the
tongue in the same position as you would when saying T_then say I which
roughly is a | The rest _d\a_"f H\%ﬁ (the top of the palate), the ?‘La_"f
...q=d: ( the tongue touches the teeth every single time) and the U\Eﬂf
3:ﬁ'§§: (here the lips are used) are easy to pronounce.

That's all very well but what in heaven's name are that & and 21
doing there? When are they used? The rule is that one ought to use that
(o
STIMHD 2519 with only those consonants that belong to the same
class.
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WHEN WRITING

For example, the correct form of the word Shankar is ITET and not W
. The trick is to look at the S>3 immediately after the nasal sound in a
word and then decide which 343?@% one to write. Also, only H has the
IR to be used as an HJEJIL... the dot on top of a letter at the end
of aword. Therefore to give you examples of words from all the As.....

3:[?%" is correct and not dH | T is correct and not 0 | U and not
hHS | &d and not §d | T and not I

WHEN PRONOUNCING

Sanskrit is like water . It flows. It should be easy for us o vocalize words.
Therefore the H_in words adapts its pronunciation to flow in with the next

word . In the sentence 34_85 dXT, the dot is pronounced like T'[\‘ro flow with
the next letter d to whose class the -{_belongs. Pronounced, 31&- dI{l and
not 3T&H T ( And written 3T& dRT | ) 318 Il is pronounced as 3TEE.
TN, The H should sound like & I Therefore 318 %@Wis

pronounced as Wiiq Yol | If we have royally confused you, let us

know.
seskskestestestoskskstestokskstesteokok
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